POSITION OF THE PRESS COUNCIL OF KOSOVO ON THE USE OF INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS LEAKING FROM VARIOUS SOURCES

Considering the information and documents leaking from various sources and considering the public's interest in being informed, the Press Council of Kosovo (KPC) hereby issues this

POSITION

On the media's approach to the publication of information and documents leaking from various sources

The issue of whether or not to publish information leaked from various sources is sensitive and in Kosovo is regulated by relevant laws related to the classification of information, the protection of journalistic sources, the protection of personal data, and the KPC Code of Ethics.

Journalists should be careful when using information leaking from security agencies, especially sensitive information, but they should take into account the public interest.

They should ensure that the publication of information does not conflict with any of the prohibitions contained in the relevant laws.

All information should be treated with care and there should be rigorous verification of its veracity.

It is necessary for journalists and the media to establish standards on how to use this information.

It is important for the media to have an editorial stance on why they have decided to publish materials that may also be leaked by hackers and what the public interest in them is.

The authenticity of the leaked information must also be confirmed, so that the public is not misled.

Journalists and media must verify whether they are dealing with state secrets and whether the publication of the data violates the secrecy of the investigation. The names of witnesses or circumstances that could harm the investigation should not be revealed.

Media outlets should be careful about how they publish information, redacting and not making public the personal details of the people mentioned in it.

Media outlets should confirm that the source is accurate. The possibility of falsification should be taken into account, for example, information may be provided by a fake email or may also be presented in various forms of fake news, such as “deep fake”. Hackers can falsify, with the aim of misinforming the public.

The public has an interest in being informed about what may have happened to state leaders or other important officials.

The legal regulations and ethical documents by which the media and journalists operate are clear.

The court may prohibit the publication of information in certain cases when the public interest is weighed against state security or when information is partially or completely inaccurate or constitutes a criminal offense.

Taking all of this into account, the KPC considers that the media may publish such information, but only after rigorous and careful verification of the veracity of the information and avoiding any violation of the prohibitory provisions of the Law on Information Classification, the Law on Personal Data Protection, the Criminal Procedure Code and any other relevant legal provisions.

