REPORTING ON SENSITIVE ISSUES

When reporting on sensitive issues, the media must strictly respect the Code of Ethics.

Chapter VI of the Code of Ethics, among other things, defines:

Print/online media should never publish the name, father/mother and surname, photographs, videos or other images of children under the age of 18 who are involved in or related to accidents, incidents, violence, criminal offenses, natural disasters or other actions.

In cases where the media publishes photographs, videos or other images of children or other persons, but where children appear, then they are obliged to cover the child's faces, distinguishing marks, or other circumstances that may identify the child (e.g.: the house where he lives, the school where he attends, the neighborhood where he lives, etc.).

The print/online media will in no way identify children under the age of 18 who are involved in criminal offenses, whether as witnesses or defendants.

The handling of personal tragedy stories should be conducted with caution and only when there is a high public interest in the issue. If the public interest is high, then children affected by the tragedy should be approached with understanding, privacy protection, face covering, and discretion.

The media must respect people's right to mourn and must report with empathy and restraint. The media must respect the suffering of the victims and the feelings of their families. The media must also exercise discretion with photographs and footage, and must take into account the sensitivities of the public when reporting.
